READING 41 Cicero writes for his Roman countrymen about the different Greek schools of philosophy. Here he is
talking about the philosopher Epicurus’ belief that the Greatest (highest) Good in life is living pleasantly. Epicurus
defined pleasure (voluptis) as the avoidance of pain (dolor).

Fatendum est summum esse bonum iacundé vivere. Id, qui in Gna virtite ponunt et

splendore nominis capti, quid natira postulet nén intellegunt, errdre maximo, si

Epictirum audire voluerint, liberabuntur. istae enim vestrae eximiae pulchraeque virttités

nisi voluptatem efficerent, quis eas aut laudabilés aut expetendas [esse] arbitrarétur? Ut'

enim medicorum scientiam non ipsius artis, sed bonae valettdinis causa probamus, et

gubernatdris ars, quia bene navigandi rationem habet, atilitate, non arte laudarur, sic

sapientia, quae ars vivendi putanda est, non expeterétur, si nihil efficeret; nunc expetitur,

quod est tamquam artifex conquirendae et comparandae voluptatis. nam cum

ignoratione rérum bonarum et malarum maximé hominum vita vexétur, ob eumque

errorem et voluptatibus maximis saepe priventur et darissimis animi doloribus

torqueantur, sapientia est adhibenda, quae et terréribus cupiditatibusque détractis et

omnium falsarum opinionum temeritate dérepta certissimam sé nobis ducem praebeat

ad voluptatem.



Vocabulary:

fateor, -éri
iticundé (adv.)
Id

splendor, -oris 7.
error, -Oris 7.
Epicarus, -1 m.
iste, ista, istud
eximius, -a, -um
laudabilis, -e
expeto, -ere
medicus, -1 .
scientia, -ae f.
valetado, -inis £

gubernator, -6ris 7.

acilitas, -tatis f

to admit, accept as true
agreeably, pleasantly
refers to iticundé vivere
splendor

error (abl. separation)
Epicurus

that

fine, excellent

worthy of praise

to seek out, desire
doctor

knowledge, skill

health

pilot, navigator

utility, usefulness
(abl. cause)

artifex, -icis .
conquiro, -ere
comparo, -are
ignoratio, -ionis £
vexo, -are

privo, -are

torqueo, -€re
adhibeo, -ére
terror, -Oris .
détraho, -ere
falsus, -a, -um
opinio, -iénis f
temeritas, -tatis f-
déripio, -ere, -ui,

maker, author
to search for

to acquire
ignorance

to trouble, upset
to deprive (of)

(+ abl. separation)
to twist; torment
to use
fear
to remove
false
opinion, belief
recklessness
to remove

-reptus



